
Cavalli Estate, Stellenbosch.



ABOUT THE WINEMAG.CO.ZA TASTING PROGRAMME 2020

Winemag.co.za is set to produce 12 category reports over the course of the year. Each report is based 
on the outcome of a blind tasting of wines entered within the specific category.

We will announce a Top 10 with the release of each successive report.  Producers of the 
Top 10 will be notified and are able to purchase newly designed Top 10 stickers while producers of 
the remaining wines may acquire regular rating stickers.

The programme culminates in a gala dinner where the individual best wine per category will receive 
an award and ratings on the 100-point quality scale for all the Top 10 wines will be revealed. 

The Best of Category wines will subsequently be shown at tastings in both Johannesburg and London. 

JUDGING PROCEDURES

The judging panel was chaired by myself and further consisted of two trusted colleagues, namely 
Roland Peens and James Pietersen, both of Wine Cellar, Cape Town merchants and cellarers of fine
wine. We tasted blind, ratings done according to the 100-point system. Final scores were awarded 
on the basis of discussion that involved retasting where necessary rather than relying solely on
arithmetic averaging.

Christian Eedes,
Editor, Winemag.co.za



KEY FINDINGS

This is the fourth time since 2016 that we have 
compiled a Cape White Blend Report and it is 
somewhat disheartening to note that entries 
were the lowest yet – just 20 from 17 
producers.

We have always argued that Cape White Blends 
make for an important, if niche, category. No 
official definition exists but our proposal is that 
such wines can be made from any combination 
of varieties as long as they include a significant 
Chenin Blanc component, specifically more than 
15% and less than 85% - Chenin is our most 
planted variety by far (17 103ha in the ground 
at the end of 2019, this making up 18.6% of the 
national vineyard) and we should find ways to 
celebrate it.

The thing is that these wines are typically not 
everyday drinking – aromatic and flavour 
profiles are often unconventional and 
sometimes downright quirky – and this was 
again the panel’s feeling after this particular 
tasting. 

Price is a telling indicator of what’s happening 
within a category and the average of the top 
10 this year is R168.50 a bottle whereas the 
average of the 17 wines to rate 90 points or 
higher on the 100-point quality scale when the 
Report was last compiled in 2018 was R178 a 
bottle.

It is well documented that the industry has 
been under duress for some time now 
(this only exacerbated by the onset of the 
Coronavirus pandemic) and perhaps it is 
inevitable that under such circumstances, 
producers will cull the more esoteric and 
hence less commercially successful wines from 
their portfolios or at least reposition them as 
less premium offerings. 

Equally, consumers tend to revert to the tried 
and tested in times of uncer tainty and 
upheaval and 2020 is certainly this so perhaps 
the development of Cape White Blends is in 
abeyance for the meanwhile.

Over and above tough trading conditions, 
another explanation for the lack of traction 
that these wines might be meeting with is 
that they are simply misguided, which is to 
say, they appear promising but ultimately 
disappoint. Many of the varieties that are 
being used in conjunction with Chenin Blanc 
have not been around locally for any great 
length of time and it may be that producers 
still have yet to work out how to combine 
them for best results. Here, the so-called 
Rhône varieties of Grenache Blanc, Roussanne 
and Viognier, are particularly to the fore. By 
combining these with Chenin, the industry 
has something that is potentially both of high 
quality and inimitable by any other producing 
nation but how to do it in a way that is 
absolutely convincing? Again, more time is 
what is needed.



TOP 10 TASTING NOTES

Cavalli 

Cremello 2017 

R145

Total production:  3 480  bottles   Abv: 12.98%    

40% Chenin Blanc, 30% Chardonnay, 25% Verdelho and 5% Viognier. Fermented in French 

oak barrels except for a small portion of Verdelho which was fermented in a porous egg-

shaped vessel before maturation lasting 12 months. Complex aromatics of white and yellow 

fruit, dried flowers and a little earthiness. The palate is lean with striking acidity and a long, 
pithy finish. A subtle, intricate wine.

DeMorgenzon 

Maestro White 2017

R230

Total production:  17 200  bottles   Abv: 14.32%    

25% Roussanne, 24% Chenin Blanc, 23% Grenache Blanc, 14% Chardonnay and 14% 

Viognier. Spontaneously fermented and matured for 10 months in small French oak barrels 

and concrete eggs. A shy nose with hints of herbs, citrus and peach. The palate is dense and 
compact with fresh acidity before an intensely savoury finish.

Eenzaamheid

Vin Blanc 2019

R115

Total production:  6 000  bottles   Abv: 13.5%    

60% Chenin Blanc, 30% Grenache Blanc and 10% Viognier. Spontaneously fermented in 

tank. Floral perfume plus white and yellow fruit on the nose. Relatively broad with good 

weight and a little grip to the finish. 



Essay 

Chenin Blanc Viognier Roussanne 2019

R85

Total production:  15 600  bottles   Abv: 13.5%    

78% Chenin Blanc, 13% Viognier and 9% Roussanne. Fermented over 20 days in tank. 

Some struck-match reduction before citrus and peach, flowers and herbs on the nose. The 
palate shows plenty of juicy, clean fruit plus fresh acidity. Sweet and very flavourful, a real 
crowd-pleaser.

Joostenberg

Fairhead 2019

R175

Total production: 2 688  bottles   Abv: 12%

70% Roussanne, 20% Chenin Blanc and 10% Viognier. Spontaneously fermented and matured 

for 10 months in old oak barrels (37%) and concrete eggs (63%). Dried herbs, flowers, yellow 
fruit and spice on the nose. Rich and broad on the palate with tangy acidity lending balance.

Lammershoek 

Terravinum Reserve White 2016

R190 

Total production:  9 000  bottles   Abv: 13%     

60% Chenin Blanc, 22% Viognier and 18% Chardonnay. Fermented and matured for eight 

months in a combination of stainless-steel tank, concrete and oak barrels. An exotic nose with 
lots of floral perfume to go with pear, peach and spice. Nice fruit expression matched by fresh 
acidity on the palate before a savoury finish.



Lammershoek’s

White Mysteries 2017

R170

Total production:  12 500  bottles   Abv: 12%     

60% Chenin Blanc, 22% Viognier and 18% Chardonnay. Fermented and matured for eight 

months in a combination of stainless-steel tank, concrete and oak barrels. Naartjie, peach, 
flowers and herbs plus a slight note of vanilla on the nose. Concentrated fruit matched by 
quite tart acidity, this has a noble rusticity about it.  

Strange Kompanjie

The Tea Leaf  2018

R95

Total production:  9 612  bottles   Abv: 13.5%

79% Chenin Blanc, 14% Palomino and 7% Grenache Blanc. Citrus and peach plus 

pronounced waxy, leesy notes. The palate is rich and thick textured with nicely integrated 
acidity and a savoury finish.

The Fledge & Co. 

Vagabond 2018

R240

Total production:  4 062  bottles   Abv: 12.94%     

34% Chardonnay, 33% Chenin Blanc, 12.5% Grenache Blanc, 12.5% Viognier, 5% Verdelho 

and 3% Roussanne. An attractive nose with notes of hay, citrus, peach, apple and spice plus 
some waxiness. The palate shows good fruit concentration and bright acidity before a savoury 
finish. Currently quite lean and tight, this should age well.



Van Wyk Family Wines 

Olivia Grace 2018

R240

Total production:  4 768  bottles   Abv: 13.5%    

61% Chenin Blanc, 18% Chardonnay, 15% Riesling and 6% Viognier. Matured for eight 

months predominantly in older oak barrels of various sizes, although the Riesling went into 

clay amphora and the Viognier into new oak.. Notes of floral perfume, herbs, stone fruit plus 
some leesy complexity on the nose. The palate shows good fruit concentration and weight, the 
finish persistent and gently savoury. A wine with plenty of interest.
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