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ABOUT THE WINEMAG.CO.ZA TASTING PROGRAMME 2021

Winemag.co.za is set to produce 14 category reports over the course of the year with multinational 
financial services company Prescient as sponsor. Each report will be based on the outcome of a blind 
tasting of wines entered within a specific category. 

A report includes key findings, tasting notes for the top wines, buyer’s guide and scores on the 100-point 
quality scale for all wines entered. Upon release, producers can purchase both Top 10 and regular rating 
stickers – consumers are encouraged to look out for these in the retail environment.

The year culminates in a gala event when the individual best wine in each category will be celebrated. 
These top-performing wines will subsequently be shown at tastings in both Johannesburg and London.



JUDGING PROCEDURES

The judging panel was chaired by me and further consisted of two trusted colleagues, namely wine writer 
Malu Lambert and James Pietersen of Wine Cellar, Cape Town merchants and cellarers of fine wine. We 
tasted blind, labels out of sight. Ratings were done according to the 100-point system, final scores awarded 
on the basis of discussion that involved retasting where necessary rather than relying solely on arithmetic 
averaging.

Christian Eedes,
Editor, Winemag.co.za



KEY FINDINGS

There were 64 entries from 57 producers for 
this year’s Prescient Cape Bordeaux Red Blend 
Report compared to 61 from 51 in 2020 so a 
pleasing turn-out especially given the ongoing 
challenges posed by Coronavirus.  

The overall standard again proved to be high 
with 35 wines (54%) rating 90-plus on the 
100-point quality scale. “The thinking about 
what constitutes wine quality as well as the 
necessarily application in both vineyard and 
cellar seems to just get better and better. Our 
winemakers seem to be more aware, more 
mature than ever,” remarked panellist James 
Pietersen.

 As might be expected, Stellenbosch dominates 
the Top 10 with six wines while there are 
two from Constantia and one each from 
Breedekloof and Wellington. As for vintage, 
2017 again shows its excellence with five in the 
Top 10 and a fur ther seven rating 90-plus.

Is there any over-arching character to this Top 
10? Apart from the fact that they comprise 
two or more of the five varieties (Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Malbec, Merlot 
and Petit Verdot) traditionally associated with 
Bordeaux, they are stylistically diverse. Blends 
range from the heavily Cabernet Sauvignon-
dominated Delheim Grand Reserve 2017 (90%) 
to the Jason’s Hill Izak Reserve 2016 which is 
made up of roughly equal parts of all the five 
permitted grapes. Four of the wines are made 
up of all five varities, five of three and one of 
two – while it is generally clear which grapes 
work best when it comes to the Left Bank 
(predominantly Cab based) and the Right Bank 
(Merlot) of Bordeaux, anything goes when it 
comes to South Africa. 

More generally, the issue that the panel 
confronted most often was perhaps one of 
structure. Clearly, some producers are aiming 
for early release/early consumption and these 
wines tend to be fruitier with less aggressive 
tannins – accessibility, however, can sometimes 
be achieved at the price of complexity. 
Conversely, there are other producers 
who are seemingly gunning for power with 
maximum fruit concentration and dominant 
tannins and here the danger is that the wine 
becomes overwhelming to drink. 

The average price of the 35 wines to rate 
90-plus is R359 a bottle and of the Top 10 
is R298. Offering the best quality relative 
to price is Silver Myn Argentum 2020 from 
Zorgvliet with a rating of 90 and selling for 
R85 a bottle.

DeMorgenzon, as producer of the wine 
judged best overall, wins a new 225-litre 
Sélection barrel worth €817 (the equivalent 
of R14 200 at the time of writing) from 
Tonnellerie Sylvain.



TOP 10 TASTING NOTES

Total production:  15 300  bottles and 160 magnums   Abv: 14.5%   

36% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Cabernet Franc, 10% Petit Verdot and 5% Malbec. 
Matured for 18 months in a combination of 300-litre barrels of which 20% were new and 
3000-litre foudre. Compelling aromatics of red and black berries, fresh herbs, violets, sea breeze 
and pencil shavings while the palate has extraordinary poise and structure – lovely fruit purity, 
fresh acidity and fine tannins. Plenty of detail.

Total production:  2 000  bottles   Abv: 14.34% 

51% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon and 14% Cabernet Franc. Matured for 18 months in 
French oak, 60% new. The nose is super-complex: red and black berries, violets, herbs, 
undergrowth and vanilla while the palate is particularly harmonious – very flavourful, the 
tannins starting to mellow in pleasing fashion.

DeMorgenzon 
Maestro Red 2017
R230

Overgaauw 
Tria Corda 2017
R490

Total production:  6 466  bottles   Abv: 14.5%  

88% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Petit Verdot, 2% Cabernet Franc, 2% Malbec and 2% Merlot. 
Matured for 18 months in French oak, 40% new. Arresting aromatics of black berries, olive, 
oystershell, potpourri and herbs while the palate is forceful – dense fruit, bright acidity and 
grippy tannins. Layers of flavour.

Zevenwacht 
Reserve 2015
R290



Total production:  6 000 bottles   Abv: 13.89%  

23% Cabernet Franc, 23% Petit Verdot, 20% Malbec, 18% Merlot and 16% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Matured for 22 months in French oak, 80% new. Red and black berries, flowers, 
herbs and a hint of reduction on the nose. The palate is medium bodied but not without depth 
– pure fruit, fresh acidity and fine tannins. Still tightly wound, this will benefit from some 
bottle maturation.

Jason’s Hill 
Izak Reserve 2016 
R200

Total production:  25 750  bottles   Abv: 14.5% 

55% Cabernet Franc, 42% Cabernet Sauvignon and 3% Merlot. Matured for 24 months in 
French oak, 55% new. Beautiful aromatics with top notes of fresh herbs and violets before red 
and black berries, earth, pencil shavings and vanilla. The palate possesses impressive structure 
– dense fruit and firm but fine tannins, the finish long and dry.

Warwick 
Trilogy 2018
R550

Total production:  36 700  bottles   Abv: 14.5%  

55% Merlot, 26% Cabernet Franc and 19% Cabernet Sauvignon. Matured for 17 months in 
French oak, 30% new. Complex aromatics with notes of red and black berries, floral perfume, 
herbs and oak spice while the palate is medium bodied and well balanced with lovely fruit purity 
and powdery tannins. A particularly elegant offering. 

Constantia Glen 
Three 2018
R280



Total production:  5 940  bottles   Abv: 14.77% 

50% Cabernet Sauvignon and 50% Merlot. Matured for 18 months in French oak, 25% new. 
A hint of reduction before blue and black berries, violets, herbs, turned earth and oak spice on 
the nose. The palate is concentrated and smooth textured – a dense core of fruit, bright acidity 
and firm tannins. Still youthful, this will benefit from some time in bottle.

Total production:  12 500  bottles   Abv: 14% 

90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Merlot and 2% Cabernet Franc. Matured for 18 months in 
French oak, 33% new. Cassis, earth and oak spice on the nose while the palate is full but all of 
a piece – impressive depth of fruit and firmness of tannins. The finish, meanwhile, is especially 
long and dry.

Dornier 
Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 2017
R160

Delheim 
Grand Reserve 2017
R420

Total production:  7 986  bottles   Abv: 15% 

45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 37% Cabernet Franc, 8% Merlot, 5% Malbec and 5% Petit Verdot. 
Matured for 24 months in French oak, 60% new. Attractive aromatics of red and black berries, 
violets, dried herbs, vanilla and oak spice while the palate has good density of fruit and bright 
acidity while the tannins have started to resolve nicely, the finish gently savoury.

Napier 
Red Medallion 2015
R260



Total production:  38 000  bottles   Abv: 14.5% 

52% Merlot, 31% Cabernet Franc and 17% Cabernet Sauvignon. Matured for 17 months in 
French oak, 25% new. Red and black berries, dried herbs, oystershell and oak spice on the nose 
while the palate is medium bodied with fresh acidity and tannins that are starting to resolve 
nicely. A subtle, detailed wine.

Constantia Glen 
Three 2017
R280



BUYING GUIDE: CELLAR-DOOR PRICES FOR WINES 
RATED 90+



COMPLETE SCORES A - Z
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